
TE REO MĀORI GLOSSARY

Kaiako
Teacher

Tamariki
Child

Whānau
Family

Te Taiao
The Environment

Kura
School

Hapū
Sub Tribe

Iwi
Tribe

Tautoko
Acknowledge / 

Support

Karakia
Prayer

Kōrero
Conversation

Kia Ora
Hello

Te Whare Tapa Whā
Four walls of 

wellbeing model 
Pa Mason Durie

Hinengaro
Mental / Emotional

Tinana
Physical

Whānau
Social

Wairua
Spiritual / Identity



Marama
Moon

Harikoa
Happy / Pleased

Pouri
Sad

Hiamo
Excited

Ka pai!
Well done!

Āpōpō
Tomorrow

Pōauau
Confused

Mataku
Scared

Ōhorere
Surprised

Pukuriri
Angry

Kia pai tō rā
Have a good day!

Pukapuka
Book

Arohanui
Much love

Mahi 
Work

Kōrero
Talk / chat

Whakawhetai
Gratitude



Te taiao
Nature

Tuakana
Mentor / Older 

sibling

Teina
Mentee / Younger 

sibling

Whenua
Land or ground

Motu
Country

Papatūānuku
Land or Atua 
of the land

Ranginui
Sky or Atua 
of the sky

Waiata
Song or to sing

Oma
Run

Waha
Mouth

Kia kaha
Stay strong

E Noho
To sit

E Tū
To stand

Aroha mai
I’m sorry

Mōrena
Morning


